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On the intermediate day, Shabbos of Pesach, we read a strange Torah portionm.
We read something which really does not have anything to do with Pesach,

per se. It has to do with the incident of the golden calf. After the incident
of the golden calf Moshe talks to G-d and he asks G-d to please forgive

the Jewish people and to cause the people to go up, to not send any angel

to lead the people but to lead the people, Himself. If says, "Now if please
I find favor in Your eyes, please show me Your ways, and I will know and

in order that I shall find favor in Your eyes and see that Your people is
this nation." Then G-d answered and said, "My presence will leave you and

I will cause you rest." Then Moshe said to G-d, "If Your presence does

not lead us, don't take us up from here. How will I know then that I have
found favor in Your eyes, I and Your people, and that You are going with

us when I, Your people, shall be distinguished from all the nations on the
face of the land." This seems a very strange conversation because G-d agrees
with Moshe. G-d says, "All right, I won't send an angel. I'll lead you

and T will give you rest." TImmediately Moshe says, "If Your presence does
not go with us, don't bring us up from here, and how will I know it? When

I and my people are distinguished.” What's going on here? G-d had agreed
with Moshe. Why does Moshe act as if G-d had not agreed with him? Why

did Moshe say this after G-d had agreed? After all, is G-d going to change
His mind? What's more, in the Haggadah we also learn after we raise the

cup of wine and speak about how G-d has promised to save us in every generation
and we say that "In every generation they rise against us to destroy us

the Holy One, Blessed be He, saves us in the hand,” then we immediately

say, "Go out and learn what Laban, the Aramite, wanted to do to Jacob, our
father." Pharaoh only decreed against the males but

as it says, "The Aramite wanted to destroy my father." What is going on
here? We say that G-d had promised not to destroy us and then we say go

out and learn. What is happening here?
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It seems to me that these questions are really related, and they relaly

hold the key to understanding what Pesach is all about. When Moshe asks

G-d that His presence should go with the Jewish people, and when G-d answers
that His presence will go with them and He will give them rest, that answer
was actually a test of Moshe because when Moshe says afterwards, "If Your
presence does not go with us, don't bring us up, and how will I know that?
When I and my people are distinguished,' means Moshe accepted the fact that
G-d's presence way going to lead them up, but he did not accept the premise,
"And I will give you rest." G-d knows and Moshe knows that if the Jewish
people are to be an example to the world, if they are to make sure that
freedom spreads throughout the world, then they cannot rest. When G-d said,
"My presence will go with you and I will cause you rest," it is a contradiction
in terms. When G-d said, "I will go with you," that means that it would

stir the Jewish people up, that the Jewish people would have to do things.
Moshe knew that, and, therefore, he said he would not accept this idea of
rest. I know, G-d, that that is not what You mean, that if the Jewish people
rest then they will not be able to serve as a role model for the world.

We are not a peutistic group. We are not some Amish tucked away in the
mountains of Pennsylvania. We are a people who have always been in the
cockpit of history. We are the people who are always trying to change things
for the better. We have always been distinguished. Throughout history

Jews have played a prominent part. We have been a small minority but the
contributions we have made to society have been gigantic.mainly because

we do not rest. We know that things can change. We know that things can

be better. G-d makes a promise, but the promise is contigent upon us helping.
We know that G-d helps those who help themselves. If we sit and rest then
G-d's promise will not come to fruition as quickly or even at all unless

we also do our share.
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That is what Pesach is about. After we say that G-d has promised to save

us in every generation we just do not sit back. We say, go out and learn,
learn what Laban tried to do to our people. Why do we remember Laban?

We mention him even before we mention Pharaoh. Why do we say that Laban
wanted to uproot everything and Pharaoh only wanted to destroy the males?

The reason for that is that Laban lulled Jacob into a false sense of security
so that all Jacob would think about was material things. Jacob first went

to the house of Laban and had a dream of a ladder with angels ascending

and descending. He had a vision, a dream, of how the world could be improved,
but after he had been with Laban for 20 years all he was dreaming about

was one sheep mounting another, about how to make more money, how to get

2 swimming pools, 5 cars. His dreams had disappeared almost. When he realized

that he knew he had to leave Laban.

In American Jewry today we see how the dream has almost disappeared, that
Jews are not interested anymore in the Jewish dream. They are just interested
in accumulating more money and more things. When this happens then Jewry

is doomed. Jews assimilate and acculturate and can not be counted on anymore
by the rest of the Jewish people. Unfortunately, we have given up the idea
of going out and learning. We have to learn Torah so we will know what

we have to do and then we have to do out and do it. That, of course, is

the essential message of Pesach. Unfortunately, many of us have not learned
it. Jacob had an easy life with Laban but he knew he had to give it up.

He knew he had to go back to the land of Israel. He knew he had to make

his mark in the world the way a Jew has to make his mark by proclaiming

the lessons of freedom and the lessons of the Torah throughout our life.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a woman who approached her husband
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and said the washing machine was broken. He said, "What do you think I

am? The Maytag man?" Then he went to work. When he came home he asked
his wife what happened with the machine. She said she approached their
neighbor and the neighbor said he would fix it so she said she would either
bake him a cake or give him $200. The husband looked at his and said, "Well,
what kind of cake did you bake him?" She said, "What do you think I am?
Betty Crocker?" 1In life we cannot shirk our respomsibilities. We have

to do whatever is called for. We can never say it is somebody else's job.
We have to go out and teach and do and learn, and unless we do that, then,
of course, we will stop being Jews. Unless we have within us that drive

to perfect the world and make it a better place, unless we have within us
this drive to not only be satisfied with material things but to want the
whole world and especially our children and our children's children and

our society in which we live to improve, then, of course, we will no longer
feel G-d's presence in our midst. G-d's presence is felt in our midst only
when we are distinguished, not when we are at rest. Let us always remember
that so that when we sometimes feel overburdened by the responsibilities
placed upon us we will realize that only in this way can we feel G-d's presence
and only in this way can we bring the Mashiach. May He come quickly in

our day. Amen.




